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Support a  
Paperless  
Ptarmigan  

 
The FCAS needs your sup-
port in turning the Ptarmigan 
newsletter into an online pub-
lication.  
 
Did you know that it costs 
over $8100 per year to pub-
lish and mail nine issues of 
the Ptarmigan? That is over 
$900 per issue!  
 
Please help us cut our ex-
penses and leave more in the 
budget for our mission of con-
servation, education, habitat 

preservation, and protecting birds and other wildlife. 
 
We will send you a monthly email announcement when 
the newsletter is posted on the Web site.  
 
We realize, however, that some of you still need to re-
ceive your Ptarmigan by mail. If you have already re-
quested, or now request your Ptarmigan via U.S. mail, 
you will continue to receive it by post. 
 
Please let us know your preference by one of the follow-
ing: 
 
1. EMAIL: FortCollinsAudubonMembership@gmail.com 
2. PHONE: 970-490-2473 
 

Save the Trees for 
the Birds   

Thursday Evening Program  

May 13, 2010                          
Fort Collins Audubon Society                                   

Social hour begins 7 p.m.   

Presentation: 7:30 p.m.  

Fort Collins Lincoln Center  

Columbine Room  

417 W. Magnolia, Ft. Collins  

The event is free and open to the public.  

Double Feature Program  
"Connecting Youth to Nature: Re-

search from a Diversity of Settings"  

and  

òSpring Migrants and Vagrantsó 

   Brett Bruyere, director of the CSU Environ-

mental Learning Center, will summarize re-

search conducted during the past two years on 

engaging youth and families in programs about 

nature.  

   His findings indicate a strong interest in such 

programs by families around the country from 

Fort Collins to the Bronx to the southern tip of  

ELC file photo.  
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FCAS CONTACTS  

Audubon@fortnet.org  

President  

Karl Krahnke  

970-622-9535 

kkrahnke@gmail.com  

Conservation Chair  

Bill Miller  

970-493-7693 

5mcorp@comcast.net 

Membership Chair  

Liz Pruessner  

970-484-4371 

fortcollinsaudubonmembership@gmail.com  

Education Chair  

Joann Thomas  

970-482-7125 

jthomas91@aol.com 

Field Trip Coordinator  

Eric DeFonso  

970-472-1761 

yoeric@yahoo.com 

Program Chair  

Jessie Meschievitz  

jmesch@slbbi.com 

970-686-1424 

Newsletter Editor  

Carol Jones  
970-482-6295 

cjones@cowisp.net 

For other FCAS contacts visit www.fortnet.org/

audubon/leadership.htm  

(Double Feature continued from Page 1)  

the Big Island of Hawaii, but that a number of  
barriers can prevent participation. Come learn 

how we can better engage diverse groups, and 

how FCAS is doing their part to address those 

barriers.  

 

   In the second program, Eric DeFonso, Fort 

Collins Audubonõs Field Trip Coordinator, will 

present a slideshow of birds seen during spring 

migration in Colorado and beyond.  He will in-

clude a narrative of where these birds are likely 

coming from, where they are headed, and how 

long they'll be there.  

   This show is designed to inspire you after our 

seemingly endless winter, to get you thinking of 

spring as an especially glorious delight, and to 

get a glimpse of splendid birds arriving from  

March through June as they do every year in a 

wonderful, yet mysterious procession. It will be 

an an opportunity for you to share your own sto-

ries of birds seen during this exciting season of 

diverse species. 

Black and White Warbler by 

Eric Defonso.  

A Message from  

 the Membership Chair  
 

Thanks to all who opted for the electronic ver-

sion of the newsletter via our postcard in last 

monthõs Ptarmigan.  We had a great response!  

But there was a problem with several email ad-

dresses.  If you find that you are still receiving 

the Ptarmigan by mail and you opted for the 

electronic version, please send me an email and 

include your name and address as well as the 

email address.  Send email to:  

fortcollinsaudubonmembership@gmail.com  

FCAS Pocket Guide to Local Birds  
Is available at the following retailers who support 

our organization with the sales: 

 
Wild Birds Unlimited      Bath Garden  
3636 S. College Ave    Center & Nursery 
Ste. C                           2000 E. Prospect 
(970) 225-2557             (970) 484-5022  

 
Jax Outdoor Gear         Jax Farm & Ranch 
1200 N. College            1000 N. Hwy. 287 
(970) 221-0544             (970) 484-2221 
 
Ranch-Way Feeds        The Matter Book- 
546 Willow St.               Store/Bean Cycle 
(970) 482-1662             Coffee 
        144 N. College 
        (970 472-4284                      
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Conservation Corner                                  by Bill Miller  

   "I do not intend that our natural resources shall be exploited by the few against the interests of 

the many."                                  -- President Theodore Roosevelt 

   òI only went out for a walk, and finally concluded to stay out till sundown, for going out, I found, 

 was really going in.ó           -- John Muir, Sierra Club Founder                                                                

   What is a Birdathon? It is a 24 -hour period 

during which there appear to be demented indi-

viduals traveling all over attempting to identify 

as many different species of birds as possible.   

   However, despite appearances, things really 

are not that crazy. In real-

ity, these folks actually 

work on behalf of conser-

vation, raising funds for 

the conservation efforts of 

FCAS. At least half of the 

monies raised through 

pledges to the Birdathon 

are applied toward the 

chapterõs scholarship ac-

tivities.  

   This year the FCAS Bir-

dathon will be held on Fri-

day and Saturday, May 14

-15. The Birdathon is car-

ried out by teams of two or 

more people that deter-

mine when and where they will bird. Following 

the counting period, those team members who so 

desire will meet socially to brag about the num-

ber of species and most unusual species seen 

that day. Birds must be wild, so the 129 pheas-

ants in a game farm north of town are not eligi-

ble; same for the pink plastic flamingo on some-

oneõs front lawn. 

   The Birdathon requires three things:1) team 

leaders, 2) team members, and 3) lots of pledges! 

Team leaders determine their teamõs itinerary, 

i.e., the numerous locations where their team 

will venture and the order in which those loca-

tions are visited. All team members are respon-

sible for spotting birds, but, in some cases, iden-

tification is often left to the more experienced 

team members.  

   Each team member is re-

sponsible for collecting as 

many pledges as possible in 

support of the chapterõs con-

servation efforts. Pledges may 

be of two types: a fixed 

amount, regardless of the 

number of species identified; 

or an amount per species. All 

financial contributions are tax

-deductible to the donor and 

team members also may item-

ize their automobile expenses.  

   The Birdathon serves as the 

single largest fund raiser for 

the chapter. We receive very 

little money for memberships, 

so the chapterõs expenses must be met by other 

funding sources. Our largest expense is our 

newsletter, followed by our scholarship program. 

Unfortunately, due to fiscal realities of this year, 

we had to eliminate the education scholarships. 

The Birdathon also introduces less experienced 

members to other, more experienced birders as 

well as to new birding locations.  

   If you wish to be a team leader, a team mem-

ber, and/or a donor, contact Bill Miller, Bir-

dathon Coordinator, at 5mcorp@comcast.net or 

(970) 493-7693. 

Upcoming Birdathon  

Wilson's Phalarope by Nick Komar.  

FCAS Welcomes New and Renewing Members ñ Thank You!  
Robert & Dorothy Adel  Jacqueline A. Boss   Michael Emptage  Glover Inc.  

Rick Anderson   Tim & Anne Butler   Gilbert H. Fechner  Southridge Golf Club-

Trish Armstrong   Curtis A. Cramer   Hollie Flint   Rob Gregory 

Rick Barry   Margaret Daggett   George F. Freytag  Vince Griesemer  

Julie Bleau   Gerald H. Delaney   Betty Frost   C.A. Harshfield  

Sylvia Bockman   Larry DeMers    Jim Ganjo  (Members continued on Page 4) 
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