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Wild Horses and Raptors of Mongolian

In Fall 2009, Rick Harness teamed with Hustai National Park, through which the
National University of Mongolia and Mongolian Tuul River runs, is a must -see for any traveler to
Ornithological Society biologists to conduct rap- Mongolia. In addition to the horses, the area is
tor surveys in and ‘ ' - . ~an important stop over

location for many migra-
tory birds, including nu-
- merous raptors. Over
172 bird species have
been observed in the
park; 19 of these species
are listed as globally
threatened or endan-
gered, according to the
International Union for
Conservation of Nature
and Natur al Resour c
Red List of threatened
species.

around Hustai National
Park, located west of
Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia.
Hustai National Park
was set up as a refuge
to reintroduce the wild
Mongolian Takhi, or
Przewalski's horse back
into the wild. In Mon-
golian, "Takhi" means
"spirit" or "spiritual”

and with 66 chromo-
somes (all other horses
have fewer chromo-

somes), this horse is a Hustai National Park Rick Harness is
distinct species and, a certified wildlife biolo-
therefore, is consi der e dgistwbrking Voothelerdyideering fimnh, kDM In-v i n g
genuinely wild horse. In 1992, 16 horses were ternational, Inc. located in Fort Collins, Colo-

taken from captive stock in Holland and the rado. He has a M.S. in Fishery and Wildlife Biol-
Ukraine and rel eased wi togyifrom Golorado State Uni¥essityovbenefhis-n e s .
Since then, the Takhi population has increased thesis work was conducted on raptor electrocu-

to about 260 horses, a source of great national tions. He has 25 years experience managing and
pride. Currently, biologists are managing the supervising environmental studies and research
horse population to help it reach a self - for the electric utility industry. His specific areas
sustaining level of approximately 500 horses. (continued on Page 2)

Thursday Evening Program 0 January 14, 2010
Social hour begins 7:00 p.m. A Presentation: 7:30 p.m.
Ft. Collins Lincoln Center -Columbine Room, 417 W Magnolia
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of strength are in wildlife -utility interactions, ECAS CONTACTS
including power line electrocutions and bird col- Audubon@fortnet.org
lisions. President (Acting)

Karl Krahnke
970-622-9535
kkrahnke@gmail.com
Conservation Chair
Bill Miller
970-493-7693
5mcorp@comcast.net
Membership Chair
Liz Pruessner
970-484-4371
fortcollinsaudubonmembership@gmail.com
Education Chair
Joann Thomas
970-482-7125
jthomas91@aol.com
Field Trip Coordinator
Eric DeFonso
970-472-1761
yoeric@yahoo.com
Newsletter Editor
Carol Jones
970-482-6295
cjones@cowisp.net
For other FCAS contacts visit www.fortnet.org/
audubon/leadership.htm

Join us Thursday, January 14 . for a program on
the Takhi and the birds of Hustai National Park.
This program is free and the public is welcomed!

FCAS Annual Meeting and Elections

The January program meeting of the FCAS is also its annual meeting at which officers and direc-

tors are elected. The nominating committee i Ashley Waddell, Bill Miller, and Joel Hurmence f put
together the following slate of elected officers and directors, to be voted upon by those chapter
members in attendance.

Officers: Directors:
Pres. Karl Krahnke Heman Adams
Vice-Pres. Bill Miller Eric DeFonso
President -elect Bill Miller Ruth Grant
Secretary Scott Cobble Ron Harden
Treasurer John Waddell Louise Parker

Liz Pruessner
In addition, the following individuals have agreed to serve in the following appointed positions:

Conservation: Bill Miller Publications: Carol Jones
Education: Joann Thomas Hospitality: Pat Adams
Field Trips: Eric DeFonso Birdathon:

Public Relations: Pat Hayward AC Delegate: Bill Miller
Finance: Heman Adams Scholarship: Lisa Evans
Membership: Liz Pruessner Web Site: Joel Hurmence
Programs: Jessie Meschievitz Vol. Coordinator: Ashley Waddell
Email List Serv: Kaye Holman

We will accept nominations from the floor at the annual meeting for the elected positions.

Page 2 www.fortnet.org/audubon PTARMIGAN =2 -




