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 In Fall 2009, Rick Harness teamed with 

National University of Mongolia and Mongolian 

Ornithological Society biologists to conduct rap-

tor surveys in and 

around Hustai National 

Park, located west of 

Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia. 

Hustai National Park 

was set up as a refuge 

to reintroduce the wild 

Mongolian Takhi, or 

Przewalski's horse back 

into the wild. In Mon-

golian, "Takhi" means 

"spirit" or "spiritual" 

and with 66 chromo-

somes (all other horses 

have fewer chromo-

somes), this horse is a 

distinct species and, 

therefore, is considered the worldõs only living 

genuinely wild horse. In 1992, 16 horses were 

taken from captive stock in Holland and the 

Ukraine and released within the parkõs confines. 

Since then, the Takhi population has increased 

to about 260 horses, a source of great national 

pride. Currently, biologists are managing the 

horse population to help it reach a self -

sustaining level of approximately 500 horses.   

 Hustai National Park, through which the 

Tuul River runs, is a must -see for any traveler to 

Mongolia. In addition to the horses, the area is 

an important stop over 

location for many migra-

tory birds, including nu-

merous raptors. Over 

172 bird species have 

been observed in the 

park; 19 of these species 

are listed as globally 

threatened or endan-

gered, according to the 

International Union for 

Conservation of Nature 

and Natural Resourcesõ 

Red List of threatened 

species.  

 Rick Harness is 

a certified wildlife biolo-

gist working for the engineering firm, EDM In-

ternational, Inc. located in Fort Collins, Colo-

rado. He has a M.S. in Fishery and Wildlife Biol-

ogy from Colorado State University where his-

thesis work was conducted on raptor electrocu-

tions. He has 25 years experience managing and 

supervising environmental studies and research 

for the electric utility industry. His specific areas                                      
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of strength are in wildlife -utility interactions, 

including power line electrocutions and bird col-

lisions.  

  

Join us Thursday, January 14 , for a program on 

the Takhi and the birds of Hustai National Park.    

This program is free and the public is welcomed!  
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FCAS Annual Meeting and Elections  
The January program meeting of the FCAS is also its annual meeting at which officers and direc-

tors are elected. The nominating committee ñAshley Waddell, Bill Miller, and Joel Hurmence ñput 

together the following slate of elected officers and directors, to be voted upon by those chapter 

members in attendance.  

Officers:  Directors:  

Pres. Karl Krahnke  Heman Adams  

Vice-Pres. Bill Miller  Eric DeFonso  

President -elect Bill Miller  Ruth Grant  

Secretary  Scott Cobble Ron Harden  

Treasurer  John Waddell  Louise Parker  

 Liz Pruessner  

In addition, the following individuals have agreed to serve in the following appointed positions:  

Conservation:  Bill Miller  Publications:  Carol Jones  

Education:  Joann Thomas  Hospitality:  Pat Adams  

Field Trips:  Eric DeFonso  Birdathon:   

Public Relations:  Pat Hayward  AC Delegate:  Bill Miller  

Finance:  Heman Adams  Scholarship:  Lisa Evans  

Membership:  Liz Pruessner  Web Site:  Joel Hurmence  

Programs:  Jessie Meschievitz  Vol. Coordinator:  Ashley Waddell  

Email List Serv:  Kaye Holman  

We will accept nominations from the floor at the annual meeting for the elected positions.  


