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FORT COLLINS AUDUBON SOCIETY PROGRAMS AND FIELD TRIPS ARE FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 

Printed on recycled paper 

March 2008 

Visit our website at www.fortnet.org/Audubon or call 970-490-BIRD. 

The Birds and the Colorado Bark Beetle 
(co-sponsored by the Northern Chapter of the Colorado Native Plant Society) 

THURSDAY EVENING PROGRAM — March 13, 2008 
Ludlow Room, Fort Collins Lincoln Center, 417 W. Magnolia Street 

Social Gathering: 7:00  p.m.,  Program: 7:30 p.m. 

Please Take Our  
Online Membership Survey! 

See Page 8 

Learn more about the destructive Colorado Bark 
Beetle, Dendroctonus ponderosae, and its interrela-
tionship with birds. A native insect, 
the size of a kindergarten child’s little 
finger nail, has killed millions of Colo-
rado’s 100+ year old lodgepole pines. 
What are the causes? How does this 
affect birds, future forests, and other 
wildlife species? Is Colorado alone in 
all of this? These are all questions 
that will be addressed by David 
Leatherman. Leatherman, was the 
Forest Entomologist for the Colorado 
State Forest Service based out of Fort 
Collins from 1974-2005. He began 
collecting insects as a child and birding in junior high. 

He went on to earn a Bachelor’s degree in biology 
from Marietta College in Ohio, and a Master of For-

estry at Duke University. He is the for-
mer editor of Colorado Field Ornitholo-
gists’ Journal (now called Colorado 
Birds). His special interests include 
photography, food habits of birds, 
long-term monitoring of favorite bird 
habitats including Crow Valley Camp-
ground and Grandview Cemetery, 
general insect collecting, and the 
natural history of ponderosa pine. 
Please join us March 13 for this infor-
mative program co-sponsored by the 
Northern Chapter of the Colorado Na-

tive Plant Society and Fort Collins Audubon.  
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All field trips are free of charge (unless otherwise noted) and open to the public. All experience levels are welcome.  Participants 
should dress appropriately for the weather. Bring snacks or lunch, water, binoculars, and spotting scopes. Carpooling is encouraged. 
A $3.00 (unless otherwise specified) contribution per passenger to the driver is suggested. Visit www.fortnet.org/Audubon for more 
information. For all field trips and surveys, please contact the trip leader for sign up and trip details.  Field Trip Coordinator: Eric 
DeFonso, yoeric@yahoo.com or 970-472-1761. 

March 2008 
3/5 Wednesday.  Kevin Cook’s Colorado Natural His-
tory Class. Ferns, Horsetails, and Lycopods: The 
Seedless Vascular Plants.  See Page 8. 
3/8 Saturday, Second Saturday Natural History Walk. 
Leader: Joann Thomas (970-482-7125). 7:45 to 
10:00 a.m. Join us for our yearlong series of nature 
walks along the Poudre River each month. Meet at 
Nix Farm Natural Area, 1745 Hoffman Mill Rd. Our 
walks and studies focus on birds, wildflowers, mam-
mals, river morphology, and the effects of time and 
human habitation on the riparian area. Bring a note-
book, binoculars if you have them, and your enthusi-
asm. Call for details about location and parking.  
Open to everyone; handicapped accessible; no regis-
tration required. 
3/12 Wednesday. Kevin Cook’s Colorado Natural 
History Class. Spruce Beer and Mormon Tea: The 
Gymnosperms.  See Page 8. 
3/13 Thursday. Program. David Leatherman, former 
Forest Entomologist of the Colorado State Forest 
Service, will speak on “Colorado Bark Beetle Interac-
tions with their Host Trees & Birds.”  See Page 1. 
3/15/08, Saturday. Greeley-area Birding. Leader: 
Gary Lefko. Join the "Nunn guy", Gary Lefko, to 
search for possible early migrants.  We'll visit all 
Greeley-area water and the Poudre Trail. Meet 0730 
in Nunn at historic RR marker at Highway 85 and 
Weld CR 100.  We'll investigate "favorite" stops on 
the way to Greeley, too. Contact Gary at le-
fkogt@coloradobirder.info or 970-897-2454 or http://
coloradobirder.ning.com/. 
3/16 Sunday. Bobcat Ridge Natural Area Bird Sur-
vey. Leader: Sol Miller at eagleye1029@yahoo.com. 
Meet at 7:00 am. FCAS performs a monthly bird cen-
sus for the city of Fort Collins. All levels welcomed. 
3/19 Wednesday. Kevin Cook’s Colorado Natural 
History Class. Flowers, Fruits, and Seeds: The An-
giosperms. See Page 8. 
3/26 Wednesday. Kevin Cook’s Colorado Natural 
History Class. What, If Anything, Is A Worm?. See 
Page 8. 

3/31 - 4/5 Monday-Saturday. Colorado Grouse Trip. 
Still time to register!  See Page 3. 

April 2008 
4/2 Wednesday. Colorado Natural History-TBA. 
4/10 Thursday. Program. Bruce Barcott-author of the 
newly-released book, The Last Flight of the Scarlet 
Macaw—One Women’s Fight to Save the World’s 
Most Beautiful Bird, speaking on "Lessons from Last 
Flight: Saving Birds in the Developing World"  See 
Page 9. 

4/9 Wednesday. Colorado Natural History-TBA. 
4/12 Saturday. Second Saturday Natural History 
Walk. See 3/8. 
4/16 Wednesday. Colorado Natural History-TBA. 
4/20 Sunday. Bobcat Ridge Natural Area Bird Sur-
vey . See 3/16. 
4/23 Wednesday. Colorado Natural History-TBA. 
4/24/08, Thursday. Weather Walk, High Plains Envi-
ronmental Center. Leader: Eric DeFonso 
(yoericd@yahoo.com or 970-472-1761). A slightly 
shorter version of the weather walks I lead at various 
Fort Collins natural areas. Come along as we inter-
pret the sky conditions that morning during a pleas-
ant walk on the grounds of HPEC. We'll also explore 
what makes Colorado weather and climate the way it 
is, and how it affects the land and animals around us. 
8:00am to 9:00am. Learn more about the HPEC at 
http://www.suburbitat.org. 
4/30 Wednesday. Colorado Natural History-TBA. 

May 2008 
5/8 Thursday.  Program.  TBA. 
5/9-10 Friday-Saturday.  Birdathon! 
5/10 Saturday. International Migratory Bird Day. Visit 
http://www.birdday.org/ 

June 2008 
6/6-8 Friday-Sunday.  Gunnison River Canoe Trip. 
Still a few seats remaining!  See Page 5. 

Field Trips, Programs, Classes, and Events 
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The Colorado Division 
of Wildlife (CDOW) is 
planning a series of 
Greater Prairie-Chicken 
viewing tours for early 
spring.  Space is limited 
and reservations are 

required, so book your trip now. 

Watching the courtship dance of the greater prairie-
chicken is a real treat -  especially in Colorado where 
most of these birds live on private property.  For a 
few weeks in spring, you can enjoy a unique opportu-
nity to see these birds by participating in special tours 
offered by the CDOW in partnership with the Wray 
Chamber of Commerce, the Wray Museum, and the 
East Yuma County Historical Society. Tours are pro-
vided weekends from March 29th through April 
20th and are by registration only, with limited 
space per trip. Two tour options are available.  

The “basic” trip includes an evening program hosted 
by the Division of Wildlife on Friday evening, lodging 
at the Sandhiller Motel, transportation to and from the 
lek on Saturday morning, and a homemade breakfast 
at the ranch– all for $120 per person. The 
“special” (extended) tour begins Saturday afternoon 
and includes dinner and entertainment on Saturday 
evening, an orientation/educational program provided 
by CDOW, Saturday evening lodging, the lek viewing 
trip on Sunday morning, and a breakfast. This ex-
tended tour is $135 per person.  

To register, go on-line to www.wraychamber.net and 
follow the links to Greater Prairie-Chicken tours, or 
call 970-332-3484.  For questions about the tours, 
please contact the Wray Chamber of Commerce at 
970-332-3484 or wraychambercomm@centurytel.net.  
For information about other wildlife viewing opportu-
nities in Colorado, see www.wildlife.state.co.us  and 
select the "Viewing" tab.  Hope to see you in Wray! 

CDOW Plans Greater Prairie-Chicken Tours 
By Shelly Morrell - Northeast Region Education Program Assistant, CDOW 

STILL TIME TO REGISTER! 
Join Fort Collins Audubon 
member Sue Riffe on her third 
trip across Colorado in search 
of grouse species. Our trip will 
take us to all four corners of 
the state and cover about 
1500 miles in search of our 
target species: Greater and 
Gunnison's Sage-Grouse, 
Sharp-tailed and Dusky 
Grouse, and Lesser and 
Greater Prairie-Chicken. We 

Photo: Gary Kramer, U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service 

 

Colorado Grouse Trip March 31-April 5, 2008 

also hope to see White-tailed Ptarmigan, Mountain 
Plover, Brown-capped Rosy-Finch, McCown's and 
Chestnut-collared Longspur. We had a fabulous 
group last year that helped spot 139 species. We 
even had Northern Goshawk, great looks at Red 
Crossbills and White-tailed Ptarmigan at 20 feet! The 
cost is $1,200, and includes a $100 donation to Fort 
Collins Audubon, four nights lodging, entry fees, 
transportation, guide and taxes. No meals are in-
cluded. Trip limited to 7 people and 4 people are 
needed for the trip to go! Contact Sue Riffe at 
www.coloradolektours.com, 970-232-4539 or 
sue@coloradolektours.com.  

Please Take Our  
Online Membership Survey! 

See Page 8 



The Ahhs of Spring 

One of my fondest childhood 
memories is our family experi-
ence on the 4th of July.  We’d 
gather on the Gulf Coast beach 
before dark.  Kids would run and 

play while grandmas sat 
in their lawn chairs.  

Education Corner 
By Joann Thomas - Education Chair 

Then with a bang the sky would fill with brilliantly 
sparkling color.  What did everyone cry? They mur-
mured, “Ahh!” over and over as the fireworks built to 
a finale of noise and color that filled the sky. 

We had an “ahhh” moment on our February 2nd Sat-
urday nature walk.    A Bald Eagle flew overhead.  At 
first we thought it was a hawk, but as it came closer, 
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Teacher and Youth Scholarships Offered Again for 2008 
 By Lisa Evans - Scholarship Chair 

The FCAS Scholarship Program will again be awarding scholarships to help classroom teachers and youth 
attend wildlife and nature-related courses offered by science and environmental education providers.  

The scholarships are especially directed toward teachers or youth who could use some financial assistance, 
and might not otherwise be able to participate in such an experience. 

Youth Scholarships are for those ages 8 to 18 to attend a summer camp, workshop, or class that focuses 
on environmental study. Applicants must live in Larimer County or the surrounding area.  The scholarship 
can cover tuition, transportation and necessary equipment or supplies.   Selection is based on level of inter-
est and type of experience sought. 

Classroom Teacher Scholarships are for teachers in public or private schools in Larimer County or the 
surrounding area. As with youth scholarships, funding assistance can cover tuition, transportation and equip-
ment or supplies. Selection of applicants is based on merit, level of interest, and anticipated value of the ex-
perience. 

Awards are given for up to $250. Applications for a portion of the total cost of a class are encouraged. 

For applications and a partial list of eligible workshop and camp providers, please see the FCAS website, 
www.fortnet.org/audubon and click on “Scholarship Fund.” 

Applications are due April 18, 2008. Recipients will be selected by a committee of Audubon Board Mem-
bers.  Awards will be announced by early May. 

Scholarship recipients must provide a report on their experience for publication in the Ptarmigan and/or on 
the FCAS website. 

Please pass this information on to any teachers or kids you think might be interested! 

Direct questions to Lisa Evans at Lceski@comcast.net. 

Continued on next page  
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This leisurely 31-mile trip through the Escalante and 
Dominguez Canyons (downstream from Delta, Colo-
rado) is a summer delight, leaving time for hiking and 
photography. The Gunnison is ideal for beginning 
and intermediate canoeists, providing lots of fun with 
various Class 1+ rapids along its course. You will 
paddle beside high walls of beautiful red sandstone 
and shale, deposited during the age of the dinosaurs. 
Interesting side trips into deep box canyons will leave 
you awed by the immensity of geologic time and the 
silence of the wilderness. Massive cottonwood trees 
stand on the river bends supporting huge nests of 
blue herons, hawks and eagles. Hiking will include 
the spectacular Dominguez Canyon Wilderness 
Study Area complete with a 40-foot waterfall, se-
cluded swimming holes and numerous ancient Indian 
petroglyphs. 

C e n t e n n i a l  C a n o e  O u t f i t t e r s 
(www.centennialcanoe.com) will provide all safety 
equipment, canoes and great food.  Experienced 
guide Randy Hertzman will lead the trip again this 
year.  Cost of the trip is $300 ($260 for children ages 
6-12), of which $50 is donated back to FCAS. You 
will need to bring a sleeping bag, tent and basic per-

sonal supplies. The trip is limited to 22 participants, 
so sign up early to reserve your place. A deposit of 
$100 per person must accompany your reservation 
request, and the balance is due by May 8. For further 
details and to register for the trip, contact Centennial 
Canoe Outfitters, 1-877-353-1850 (toll free) and be 
sure to tell them you heard about it from Fort Collins 
Audubon Society. More details are available on the 
Fort Collins Audubon website: www.fortnet.org/
Audubon 

Canoe the Lower Gunnison River June 6-8, 2008 

everyone, in the realization that it was an eagle, si-
multaneously said, “Ahhh.”   I marveled that even in a 
group that included experienced birders, the sight of 
a Bald Eagle flying just overhead held us in wonder 
and awe. 

And, so we wait on our walk each month for spring to 
bring us more “ahhh” moments: the return of the Cliff 
Swallows under the underpass on Timberline, the 
awakening of the ant lions, the return of Redwing 
Blackbirds to Cattail Chorus Natural Area.  Each 
month we discover more changes.  The trees 
awaken; the snow melts; the birds return; the river 
rushes by; the sunshine warms.  Then, as if a large 
door bangs shut…the cold and snow return…but not 
for long.  With spring it’s two steps forward and one 
step backward. 

Each day when I go out, I see more activity.  Not just 

birds, but also the foxes that live across the street.  
On our early morning walk last week, my neighbor 
and I saw two foxes crossing the street, romping in 
the field, and then returning to the den together. We 
both said, “Ahhh!”  Looks like we’ll be entertained 
again this year with kits.  Last year we watched six 
kits grow to maturity. 

It’s time to get out and check it out.  Opportunities 
abound.  Audubon is partnering with the High Plains 
Environmental Center in Loveland with a nature walk 
every 4th Thursday.  On February 28th from 8:00 
a.m. to 9:00 a.m. we begin with an introduction to 
birding.  Our next 2nd Saturday Nature Walk on 
March 8th 8:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. features Mary 
Jean Currier, a master naturalist and expert in moun-
tains lions. 

Go outside, take the family, and enjoy some “ahhh” 
moments.  Spring is full of them. 

Continued from previous page 
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ability to periodically flush sediment and vegetation 
buildup out of the river channel, with a resultant 
negative impact on the local fishery and ecological 
health of the river, as well as large negative impact 
on the scenic beauty of the river corridor.  This, in 
turn, can have a negative impact of the local econ-
omy.  All for the sake of providing water to communi-
ties that lie outside of the Poudre River’s drainage 
basin. 

Representing the viewpoints of the Fort Collins Audu-
bon Society will be Phil Cafaro who has been our 
delegate to the Sustainable Water Interest Group 
(SWIG).  Phil was also the co-author of the nomina-
tion of the Poudre River Urban Corridor as an Impor-
tant Bird Area (IBA).  Any additional “drying up” of the 
river is certain to have a negative impact on the 
health of the riparian corridor that provides shelter 
and nesting habitat to bald eagles, osprey, and a 
host of song bird species. 

The Library panel discussion will be conducted on 
Monday, April 7th, from 6:00 to 9:00 pm.  As was 
done with January’s discussion of the in-situ uranium 
mining issue, it is anticipated that this discussion will 
also be videotaped by the city and put on the City of 
Fort Collins web page.  DVD copies will probably also 
be added to the library for checkout. 

SUSTAINABILTY AND CAPACITY 
“Sustainability is a simple idea. It is based on the rec-
ognition that when resources are consumed faster 
than they are produced or renewed, the resource is 
depleted and eventually used up. In a sustainable 
world, society's demand on nature is in balance with 
nature's capacity to meet that demand.”  From Eco-
logical Footprint: Overview 

I don’t know about you but, every time I turn around 
and read something else on the Internet, I become 
more and more disillusioned about the future of the 
planet and the well-being of its inhabitants.  Virtually 
all the environmental ills of the planet can be shown 
to be a direct outcome of one factor – an ever-
increasing human population.  Two decades ago 
there were several organizations that involved them-
selves with the issues of human population but they 

Conservation Corner 
By Bill Miller - Conservation Chair 

UPCOMING DISCUSSION ON GLADE RESER-
VOIR AND NISP 
In early February our president, Joel Hurmence, was 
contacted by Norman Fitzpatrick, Adult Programming 
Librarian with the Fort Collins Regional Library Dis-
trict, about providing a representative to participate in 
a panel discussion on the Glade Reservoir/Northern 
Integrated Supply Project(NISP)/Save the 
Poudre.  This effort would be similar to the standing-
room only panel discussion last January on Pow-
ertech’s proposed in-situ uranium mining project 
which had 14 panelists participating.  The discussion 
on Glade Reservoir and NISP is not intended to be a 
debate but an opportunity to gather and provide to 
the public as much information as possible. 

Currently about 50% of the Poudre’s flows are di-
verted annually, primarily for agricultural use.  If NISP 
is ever funded, using assessments of up to $40,000 
per household (or more?) in the communities and 
water supply districts that buy into the overall project, 
Glade Reservoir would be constructed north of Ted’s 
Place.  The reservoir would have a capacity that ex-
ceeds that of Horsetooth Reservoir and would require 
the relocation of Hwy 287 to the east of the hogback 
that parallels and is east of Hwy 287 at present. 

It is estimated that there would be sufficient flows in 
the Poudre in only about 2 out of every 5 years to 
allow the pumping of water from the river into Glade 
Reservoir.  Unfortunately, during those “wet” years, 
an additional 40% of the river’s remaining flows 
would be diverted.  If you have been following the 
math here, that means that the Poudre’s flows could 
be reduced by a total of about 70%.  That’s in the 
“wet” years only.  Currently, in “dry” years, the river is 
often reduced to a trickle of just a few cubic feet per 
second.  In both scenarios the river will have lost its 

“A human being has a natural desire to have more of 
a good thing than he needs.” 
     -- Mark Twain 
 
“As humans, we rely greatly on the environment; 
often times we forget just how much it relies on us. 
  That's why each of us plays a vital role in the pro-
tection of this precious resource.” 
     -- Tiger Woods 

Continued on next page 
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see its way to try to minimize the potential ramifica-
tions of climate change because of its short-sighted 
vision that focuses on immediate profits, not long-
term outcomes. 

So, it may be up to us as individuals to do our own 
small part with respect to implementing sustainable 
practices.  Recycling can be increased.  Demand 
more environmentally favorable packaging.  Think 
about where your thermostat is set.  Consider what 
your next vehicle will be.  Demand mass transit.  We 
will all have to give up portions of our current and un-
sustainable life styles because we have reached the 
point where we can’t engineer our way out of our cur-
rent dilemma. 

To help you to identify what could be changed in your 
personal life style, take the test at  
h t t p : / / s u s t a i n a b i l i t y . p u b l i c r a d i o . o r g /
consumerconsequences/.  

Then take a look at the information found at the web 
site, Ecological Footprint: Overview, found at 
http://www.footprintnetwork.org/gfn_sub.php?
content=footprint_overview. 

“The Ecological Footprint is a resource accounting 
tool used to address underlying sustainability ques-
tions. It measures the extent to which humanity is 
using nature's resources faster than they can regen-
erate. It illustrates who uses how much of which eco-
logical resources, with populations defined either 
geographically or socially.  And, it shows to what ex-
tent humans dominate the biosphere at the expense 
of wild species. 

“In order to live, we consume what nature offers. 
Every action impacts the planet's ecosystems. This is 
of little concern as long as human use of resources 
does not exceed what the Earth can renew. But are 
we taking more? 

“Today, humanity's Ecological Footprint is over 23% 
larger than what the planet can regenerate. In other 
words, it now takes more than one year and two 
months for the Earth to regenerate what we use in a 
single year.” 

seem to have faded out of our consciousness.  Or-
ganizations such as Zero Population Growth (now 
called Population Connection) and Negative Popula-
tion Growth are seldom heard from anymore, their 
messages having been effectively stifled.  U.S. finan-
cial support of family planning programs in develop-
ing countries has been hamstrung, allowing the 
populations of developing countries to continue to go 
out of sight. 

Currently, countries and administrations argue over 
how to best combat the specter of rapidly-increasing 
global climate change.  An often invoked argument is 
that our economies will be ruined if we try to limit 
emissions of carbon dioxide, so let’s trade out carbon 
emissions.  The net effect is that carbon emissions 
don’t get reduced. 

The alternatives to not limiting carbon dioxide emis-
sions are not pleasant to consider.  I recall viewing a 
video clip released, I believe, by the National Audu-
bon Society’s Population and Habitat Campaign, al-
most twenty years ago.  In that clip a Nobel Peace 
Prize winner was quoted, at a conference in Sweden, 
as saying something to the effect that, if mankind 
doesn’t get its population under control, nature will, 
and we will not like the methods it uses. 

I seriously believe that we are beginning to see the 
consequences foretold in that prediction.  The oce-
anic fisheries are facing an impending collapse due 
to over fishing.  The polar ice has thinned greatly, 
and polar bears are facing extinction from drowning 
and starvation.  Ocean levels are already increasing 
due to melting of the Greenland and Antarctic ice 
caps, with the impending displacement of over 10% 
of mankind away from existing shorelines.  The 
earth’s great moderators of climate, forests, are be-
ing destroyed at a quickening pace.  Desertification is 
continuing at an increasing pace.  And the world’s 
potable fresh water supplies are being degraded 
while, at the same time, they are drying up because 
of warmer temperatures.  Yet, our government can’t 

Continued from previous page 

The League of Conservation Voters has announced release of it's Environmental 
Scorecard for the last legislative session.  It is available a their website www.lcv.org.  
Click on “Environmental Scorecard” and then select state Colorado to bring up our 

whole state delegation and their individual scores. 
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Thomas Butler 
Lori Grow 
Nancy Mulvany 
Donald Solick 
Ms. Suzie Barbour 
Ms. Carolyn H. Ryer 
Jason-Corie Helms 
Mr. Bill Whirty 
Schuler D. Rose 

Ms. Amy Yackel 
Ms. Stephanie Leger 
Lelaina Marin 
Mr. Ken Callaway 
Ms. Sandy Fentiman 
Mr. George Dischinger 
Ms. Rhonda Hilpert 
Ms. Elizabeth M. Wakita 
Mr. Andrew Mc Donald 

Susan Siller 
Mrs. S Mc Gill 
Marcy French 
Ms. Josephine Willford 
Ms. Mary J. Cropp 
Graham-Drew Hallett 
Ms. Peggy Mihelich 
Ms. Morgana Meader 
Ms. Vicki Caldwell 

Mr. Reid A. Cameron 
Ms. Cheryl Paulson 
Mr. Avery V. Dick 
Darcy Tiglas 
Ms. Gail K. Redding 
Ms. Kathy S. Veile 
Barbara Hyink 
Connie Murray 
Alan Godwin 

PLEASE TAKE OUR MEMBER SURVEY! 

FCAS would like to know what you think about our organization and where we should be going. We will be 
conducting a survey of the membership over the next few months and hope as many of you as possible will 
participate We will try to make it as easy as possible by starting with an online survey form that will take only 
a few minutes and can be done at your convenience. We will follow this up with a telephone survey of 
selected members that will allow us to have a more in-depth conversation. 
If you are reading the electronic newsletter, you can click the hotlink box below to start the survey.  If you are 
reading the printed newsletter, you can type in the link below or follow the link provided on the FCAS website, 
www.fortnet.org/audubon.  Don’t wait—the online survey ends March 31, 2008! 
 

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=9dqLKATzzBwev5ae59_2fZZw_3d_3d  

This Wednesday-evening class covers all aspects of 
wildlife in Colorado with specific information provided 
about when, where, and how to find various groups 
or individual species.  The program emphasizes the 
conviction that the more you know about wildlife the 
more you will enjoy your time afield, whatever activity 
may take you there.  Topics schedule for March: 

Mar  5:  Ferns, Horsetails, and Lycopods: The 
Seedless Vascular Plants—A survey of the diversity 
of Colorado’s lesser-known plants. 

Mar 12:  Spruce Beer and Mormon Tea: The Gym-
nosperms—A survey of the diversity of Colorado’s 
conifers and other plants that produce seeds but do 
not flower. 

Mar 19:  Flowers, Fruits, and Seeds: The Angio-
sperms—A discussion of what makes a flowering 
plant, what is and isn’t a wildflower, and a survey of 
the diversity of flowering plants in Colorado. 

Mar 26:  What, If Anything, Is A Worm?–An intro-
duction to the Animal Kingdom as it is presently un-
derstood, and a survey of which animal groups live in 
Colorado. 

Instructor: Kevin J. Cook 

Time: 6:15 to 7:45 p.m. 

Location: JAX Outdoor Gear, 1200 N. College Ave., 
in the conference room 

Cost: $6 per class session for FCAS members; $7 
per session for nonmembers 

The class currently has full enrollment, but not all 
who have signed-up for the class are able to come 
each week, which always leaves a few seats avail-
able.  If you would like to attend but are not currently 
enrolled, contact Kevin at 223-8392 afternoons or 
evenings. 

Welcome to these new and renewing members! 
We hope to see you at our programs and field trips. 

Colorado Natural History Class Continues! 



Looking ahead to April 10th:   Bruce Barcott-author of the newly-
released book, The Last Flight of the Scarlet Macaw—One Women’s 
Fight to Save the World’s Most Beautiful Bird, speaking on "Lessons 
from Last Flight: Saving Birds in the Developing World"  

Join us for this special evening when author Bruce Barcott will pre-
sent lessons and strategies learned in efforts to save threatened birds 
in Central America, and other developing countries around the world.  
Bruce will present images of Sharon Matola’s work studying scarlet 
macaws and re-introducing harpy eagles to Central America.  Sharon 
is the woman fighting to save the Macaw in Belize.   

Bruce currently is a Ted Scripps Fellow in Environmental Journalism 
Center for Environmental Journalism at the University of Colorado-
Boulder, teaching feature writing at CU's School of Journalism and 
Mass Communication.   His environmental writings appear in Outside 
where he is a contributing editor, the New York Times Magazine, and 
other national publications. For more information on Bruce Barcott 
visit his website: www.brucebarcott.com.  

FCAS CONTACTS 
Audubon@fortnet.org 

President 
Joel Hurmence 
970-481-2124 

jhurmence@hotmail.com 

Conservation Chair 
Bill Miller 

970-493-7693 
5mcorp@comcast.net 

Membership Chair 
Shelagh Tupper 
970-490-BIRD 

Shelagh.tupper@gmail.com 

Education Chair 
Joann Thomas 
970-482-7125 

jthomas91@aol.com 

Field Trip Coordinator 
Eric DeFonso 
970-472-1761 

yoeric@yahoo.com 

Birdathon Coordinator 
Heman Adams 
970-484-8634 

hempurdy@aol.com 

Newsletter Editor 
Joe Martin 

970-412-2481 
joe3eagles@gmail.com 

Address Changes 
Shelagh Tupper  
970-490-BIRD 

Shelagh.tupper@gmail.com 

For other FCAS contacts visit 
www.fortnet.org/audubon/leadership.htm 

Want less paper mail? 
Get your newsletter online! 

Paper: 648  (84%) 
E-mail: 131  (16%) 

 

Do you really need  
the paper version?  

Monthly Newsletter Distribution 
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                  to April Program 

Spend time in Rocky Mountain National Park with a pro-
fessional instructor learning how to identify the winged 
wonders of Rocky Mountain National Park.  Participate in 
sessions at the Rocky Mountain Nature Association 
Seminar Center to refine and develop your personal 
knowledge of the creatures of flight and your ability to 
identify them by song and sight. 2008  Birding Seminars: 

● June 17-20 ~ Rocky Mountain Birds 
● June 25 ~ Identifying Birds 
● July 12 ~ Birds & Birding for Longtime Beginners 
● July 13 ~ Colorado Hummingbirds: A Day in the Field 
● July 19 ~ Colorado Hummingbirds: A Day in the Field 
● July 20 ~ A Bird on the Page 

Rocky Mountain Field Seminars 
1895 Fall River Road, Estes Park, CO 80517 
(970) 586-3262 fieldseminars@rmna.org 

Rocky Mountain Nature Association 
Field Seminars 

The current issue of the newsletter is avail-
able online to members only.  If you’d like 
to receive an e-mail notification, please e-
mail your name and address as it ap-
pears on your newsletter’s mailing label 
and the e-mail address you wish to use to  
shelagh.tupper@gmail.com.  Please indi-
cate e-mail only or both e-mail and paper. 

Fort Collins Audubon Society Member Discount  
After their first RMNA seminar at full tuition, FCAS members 

receive a discount on subsequent seminars: 
● $10 for each multi-day seminar 
● $5 for each one day seminar 



Don’t Wait!  
Online Survey  
Ends March 31 

 
Fort Collins Audubon Society 
PO Box 271968 
Fort Collins, CO 80527-1968 

NON PROFIT 
ORGANIZATION 
US Postage PAID 
Fort Collins, CO 

Permit Number 184 

FORT COLLINS AUDUBON SOCIETY PROGRAMS AND 
FIELD TRIPS ARE FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC. 

Visit our website at www.fortnet.org/Audubon or call 970-490-BIRD. 

Printed on  
recycled paper 

 Membership Application
Join the Fort Collins Audubon Society (FCAS) directly, or 
automatically become a member by joining the National 
Audubon Society (NAS).  Choose one below: 

New or Renewing Member of FCAS (annual dues)   $15 
 (Receive the Ptarmigan newsletter) 

FCAS may share my name with NAS 
New Member of NAS & Chapter     $20 

  (Receive Audubon magazine and Ptarmigan) 
Renewing Member of NAS & Chapter   $35 

  (Receive Audubon magazine and Ptarmigan) 
Did you know?  Less than $1 of your NAS dues is left for 
FCAS funds.  FCAS serves NAS members through its own 
fundraising efforts.  We appreciate your financial support! 

                            Additional donation to FCAS   $_______ 
                                                          Total enclosed   $_______  

Name: __________________________________________ 

Address:_________________________________________ 

City: ___________________ State: ____ Zip: ___________ 

Phone: ______________E-mail: ______________________ 
 

I prefer to receive the Ptarmigan via the FCAS website.  
Please e-mail me when posted. 
 

Please make your check payable to FCAS and send along with 
this form to:  Fort Collins Audubon Society, PO Box 271968, 
Fort Collins, CO 80527-1968 
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