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WHITE RIVER 3-DAY TRIP 
Bonanza Put-In 

 
Date:  May 29-31, 2009     Trip: Fort Collins Audub on 

 

White River Profile  
You will be paddling the most spectacular section of the White River.  A twisting 33-mile segment 

through White River Canyon includes several small rapids 
up to Class I in difficulty.  There is no sign of civilization 
along this river section except for the last few miles.  The 
White River has been referred to as the best canoeing water 
in Utah.  Born in the Flattops Wilderness Area east of 
Meeker, CO, the river flows west into Utah, 40 miles south of 
Vernal, and empties into the Green River near Ouray, UT.   
The lush river bottom provides food, water and shelter for 
beaver, wild horses, deer, golden eagles and Canadian 
Geese.  Fossils and petrified wood can be found in places 
along the river.  There are many arches, windows and odd 

shaped pinnacles in the cliffs of the canyon.  Along the river you will be able to stop and hike to 
“Goblin City” where interesting rock formations exist and the views are spectacular.  There is also 
another hike in the area called “Fantasy Canyon” or “Devils Playground” which you can choose 
to do before or after your canoe trip. 
 

Where and When to Meet  
Your trip will officially begin at 6:30 a.m. with breakfast under  the Bonanza Bridge, 1 1/2 miles 
south of Bonanza, UT.  The only facility here is a porta potty (see attached map).  Bonanza is a 
small company town with no stores and there are no facilities of any kind.  The entire trip is 
through a very remote area; the nearest accommodations and restaurants are 30 miles away in 
Rangely, CO (see map).  You may choose to stay in Rangely the night before your trip begins 
and drive to the meeting place in the morning, which is a 45-minute drive (see accommodations 
listed below). 
 

Itinerary  
After breakfast, we will run a car shuttle. The car shuttle consists of the drivers of all vehicles 
driving their cars to the take-out at the edge of the Uintah Ute Indian Reservation.  The drivers 
will then return to Bonanza Bridge in as few cars as possible. This allows most of the cars to be 
parked at the take-out point on the last day of the trip. While the shuttle is being run, everyone 
else will be packing gear and preparing to paddle when the drivers return. The car shuttle 
generally takes 1 1/2 hours.  Please arrive with at least 1/2 tank of gas.  

 

Once we are on the river, lunch is usually the first stop. We will make camp around 2-4 p.m., 
allowing time to set up tents and explore. Hors d’oeuvres will be served around 5 p.m. and dinner 
will be served about 6:30–7:30 p.m. On the second day, there’s a possibility that we will do a 
layover day, staying camped two nights in the same place, allowing time for hiking the wilderness 
canyons and relaxing. This decision depends on the speed of the trip, weather and campsite 
availability.  You should be off the river around 2-4 p.m. on the last day and homeward bound an 
hour later. 
 

A Fort Collins Audubon Society facilitator will help answer questions and point out interesting 
things along the journey. 
 
 
 



����

����

 
 

PRE-TRIP ACCOMODATION OPTIONS in RANGELY, CO   (Pre-trip lodging is not included in trip 
cost.  Centennial Canoe does not guarantee lodging quality.)   

 

The Budget Host Rangely Inn 800.283.4678 117 S. Grand Ave. (south of Hwy 64). 
Rangely Camper Park (showers) 970.675.8211 940 E. Rangely Ave. From Main St. go 

north on Nichols & right on Rangely Ave. 
Guest Motel 970.675.2257 856 E. Main St. 
Buck & Bull RV Park & Campground 970.675.8335 2811 E. Main St. (showers) 

 

WHAT YOU SHOULD BRING  
 

* Suggest you keep these items easily accessible in  a daypack at all times!  
 

Centennial Canoe has camping equipment rentals (tent $28, sleeping bags $21, mattress pads 
$15 and camp chairs $10). Reservations required at least one week prior to departure. 
 

Bio-degradable soap  Personal toiletries *Sunscreen 
Camp or lawn chair *Rain gear Swimsuit & shorts (quick drying are best) 
*Day backpack Sleeping bag & pad  Tennis shoes or secure sandals 
Flashlight Small first aid kit Tent 
*Insect repellent Spare car keys Towel & wash cloth 
Jacket *Sunglasses with strap T-shirts  

*Sun hat *Water bottle(s) Long pants & shirt 
(quick drying are best)  Wool or moisture-wicking socks  

 

Any essential valuables  (purses, wallets, cell phones, etc.) should not be left in your car. It is 
better to pack them securely in your dry bag (preferably inside a zip lock bag) and take them on 
the river.  Centennial Canoe is not responsible for lost or damaged personal belongings. 
 

OPTIONAL GEAR  
 

Camera / film Binoculars Snacks 
Garbage & zip lock bags to help waterproof your gear Musical instrument Soda pop / drinks 
Hiking boots and/or dry shoes for camping & hiking Paddle gloves Swiss army knife 
Medium size cooler: 24-28 qt. (ice blocks-not cubes!) Seat cushion Water Blaster 

           
DON’T BRING 
 

Jewelry Pets Firearms Unprotected, expensive cameras; suggest disposable cameras. 
 

YOUR GEAR  
As your comfort is very important to us, you are welcome to bring any other items that you feel 
are essential, but not the kitchen sink!  Keep in mind that what you bring must be transported in 
your canoe with group food and equipment. You will be required to carry your personal gear to 
your tent site.  Helping to carry company equipment is optional, but appreciated by your guides. 
 

WHAT WE PROVIDE 
 

Chemically treated porta-potty & 
privacy tent 

All meals & kitchen gear Fire pan for campfires & 
cooking 

Complimentary wine with dinner Canoes / paddles / lifejackets First aid kit 
1 Dry bag/person for your gear 
(3.8 cu. ft.: 16” diameter x 33” tall) 

Drinking water & lemonade Rescue equipment 
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LOST and NOT FOUND 
There is nothing worse than arriving home after your adventure and discovering that you’ve 
misplaced your belongings. This is not how we’d like to see your trip end. Gear is typically lost at 
the take-out. We urge you to put name, phone and address on all personal items and take an 
inventory of your gear before heading home after your trip. Once personal gear is lost, it is very 
difficult to retrieve! 
 

THE MEALS 
We are proud of our river menu, which may include such items as 
grilled salmon fillets, tasty ribs, croissant deli sandwiches, 
blueberry pancakes, a veggie-egg scramble with hash brown 
potatoes, and wine with shrimp appetizers, all cooked by our 
guides-as-chefs (menu varies depending on length of trip). Don’t 
worry about going hungry, we will also have healthy snacks such 
as granola bars and trail mix. Generally, we can accommodate 
vegetarian needs with at least 1-week advance notice. All meals 
are provided, beginning with breakfast the first day through lunch 

on the last day. We encourage you to bring any food required to accommodate your special 
dietary needs and our guides will be happy to help you prepare it. Special group menus are 
available upon request with advance notice. 
 

YOUR GUIDES 
Your Centennial guides are experienced, competent people who have 
spent many years leading groups and acquiring their wilderness skills; 
they share a genuine love for the outdoors. Your guides hold current 
First Aid and CPR cards. Many also hold Wilderness First Responder, 
Swift Water Rescue, and American Canoe Association certification. A 
tip is  encouraged to show appreciation for the guide staff .  A 
suggested amount is 15-20% of your trip cost given to the Head 
Guide for distribution.  Do NOT make personal tip c hecks out to Centennial Canoe 
Outfitters; please make checks payable to your Head  Guide.  Thank you. 
 

PADDLE & SAFETY INSTRUCTIONS  

No previous canoeing experience is necessary. Basic paddle strokes and safety procedures will 
be taught the first morning at the river put-in and thereafter as needed. Insurance regulations 
require that lifejackets be worn at all times while on the water and your guides will make sure this 
rule is strictly followed.  All participants will be required to sign a liability waiver. 
 

CARPOOLING 
We like to encourage our guests to carpool to reduce your gas costs & help the 
environment. If you would like to carpool, please call us at 720.283.0553 and we 
will fax or E-mail a copy of the trip roster with phone numbers and/or E-mail 

addresses. Please notify the Centennial office if you would not  like your name and 
phone number or E-mail given out. 

 

CAR PROBLEMS?   
Glenwood (Springs) Shell (towing) @ 970.945.8286;  High Mountain Taxi (Vail) @ 970.524-5555; 
Professional Touch (Rangely, CO) @ 970.675.2025; Advanced Towing (Vernal, UT) @ 
435.789.8216. 
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CENTENNIAL CANOE OUTFITTERS’ COMMITMENT to the ENVI RONMENT 
At Centennial we appreciate and respect the beauty of the wilderness areas we visit. We 
understand their fragile nature and the impact humans make upon them. Please join us in our 
pledge to “Leave No Trace” ethics when exploring these natural wonders. 
 

DEPOSIT and CANCELLATION POLICY  
We strongly recommend purchasing trip insurance through Travelex at 1-800-228-
9792  (www.travelexinsurance.com), if you do not wish to lose money due to 
unforeseen circumstances.  Travelex will ask you for location #06-0079. 
 

A deposit of $100 per person must accompany your reservation request. Full payment is due four 
weeks prior to departure.  If full payment is not received four weeks prior to departure, Centennial 
Canoe Outfitters, Inc. (CCO) reserves the right to consider the reservation canceled and 
available for rebooking. A $30 fee will be charged for all NSF checks. 
 

If you cancel your trip, you must notify us in writing.  Any refunds owed will be based on the day 
our office receives your notice.  We will calculate each person’s refund based on the following: 
 

Number of days prior to trip departure 
that cancellation is received: 

Refund amount per person: 

28 days or more Full refund less $30/person processing fee 
15 to 27 days Trip credit through following season less a  

$30/person processing fee 
0 to 14 days No refund or credit 
 

Exceptions to this policy cannot be made for any re ason, including personal emergencies 
or the weather.   There is no refund for leaving a trip early, arriving late, or choosing not to do all 
the offered activities.   
 

Due to acts of nature, safety concerns, political unrest, or other conditions, CCO reserves the 
right to change tour itineraries OR to cancel any tour without notice.  If CCO cancels a tour, a trip 
credit will be issued for all moneys paid, valid through the following season. 
 

If CCO cancels a trip due to an insufficient number of participants, a full refund will be made 
which will constitute full settlement to you.  We are not responsible for any additional expenses 
that may be incurred because of a cancelled tour, travel delay, or flight cancellations, including 
non-refundable lodging deposits and non-refundable air tickets. 
 

This trip is intended for persons in reasonably good health. You 
should be able to physically perform all activities associated with 
boating including, but not limited to, paddling, entering and 
exiting the boat under your own power, and carrying your 
personal gear to the campsite. By signing up for this trip, you 
certify that you do not have any physical condition or disability 
that would create a hazard for you or other participants. A guest 
may be asked to leave a trip if a guide feels that their continuing 
participation may prove harmful to that person or to the well-
being of other guests.  We are not responsible for any additional 
expenses incurred by such guests. 
 

Have a wonderful adventure! 
Thanks for choosing Centennial Canoe Outfitters, In c. 
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Look closely for this
intersection—not well
marked—very small
sign that reads   
“BONANZA 15 Miles”

Directions to put-in: Take Colorado 64 out of Rangely
(bends to the northwest to merge with HWY 40) for 12.5 
miles. Watch closely & take turnoff to Bonanza on the 
left. This is a hilly and rather bumpy road that may be 
difficult to drive at night. You will come to a T-
intersection where you’ll turn left to the river, about 2.2 
miles. Cross over the bridge and take the first little dirt  
road on the right, down to the put-in.  About 45 minutes 
driving time from Rangely.

Directions to Rangely from Denver:
Take I-70 west to Rifle. Hwy 13 north to 
Meeker.  Hwy 64 west to Rangely. 
Approximately 5.5 hours driving time.
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